NICHOLAS EDWARDS
-y

ROYAL OPERA HOUSE Dedicated to diverse artistic and cultural

MUSCAT

MUSCAT, OMAN

SCOPE
Acoustics

CLIENT
Royal Court of Oman

CONTACT

Moshin bin Mohd. Al Sheikh
Head of Royal Estate Affairs
968.24.73760

Tom Russell
Tom Russell Design
44.782.733.4379

expressions.

Established by Royal Decree, Royal Opera House
Muscat is a beautiful venue dedicated to the diverse
artistic and cultural expressions from the Sultanate, the
region, and the world. The design for the Opera Hall
was a collaboration between the in-house interior
designers of the Royal Court of Oman and a UK-based
design team-including Idibri and architects, WATG.
Although the building is called an opera house, it
actually transforms into a classical concert hall and into a
world-class organ recital hall. It reflects the model of the
early European concert halls and opera houses. A
reverberation chamber is included to support the
acoustics for the pipe organ, and adjustable acoustic
elements are concealed behind elaborately carved
screens to transform the acoustics for amplified sound.
Opening performances included Placido Domingo and
the Mariinsky Ballet with future seasons highlighting
Omani art, as well as collaborations between leading
Arab, Indian, Asian, African and Western artists.

PROJECT TYPE

New Construction

COMPLETE
2011

ARCHITECT THEATRE CONSULTANT
WATG Theatre Projects
SEAT COUNT

800 Opera/ 1,000
Concert
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